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At a Meeting of the Connedticut State 
Society of Cincinnati, at New-Haven, 
on the Fourth Day of July, 1799. 


V OTED, That Mef: Natuan BEERs, 

and Henry DacGett, jun. be defired 
to return the Thanks of this Society to Mr. 
Lewis, for his elegant and well adapted Orati- 
on, delivered this day, at the requeft of the Prr- 
SIDENT, and folicit of him a copy that it may 
be printed at the expence of the Society. 


Extratt from the Minutes. 
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AN 


ORATION. — 


Lwvirin, by the Prefident of the Cincin~ 
nati, to addrefs my Fellow-Citizens, on this 
occafion, I muft folicit their attention, for a 
few moments, while I furvey the apparent and 
the real fituation of our Country. 


Sucu, happily, appears to be our prefent 
political fituation, that we are not called, as 
were the Orators of the laft Anniverfary, to 
urge our Countrymen to arm againft imme- 
diate invafion. It is to be regretted, however, 
that the prefent does not, like former years, in 
vite the Speaker to congratulate his hearers on 
a continuance of undifturbed peace and prof- 
perity—to enumerate the bleffings of a free, en~ 
lightened and tranquil government—and to 
predict the future glory of our rifing Republic. 
It is alfo to be regretted, that truth will not 
enable him to trace the happy progrefs of re- 
publican principles ; to conduct your attention 
over the Nations of Europe, and fhow you my- 
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riads of our race freed from the bondage of fu- 
perftition and defpotifm—bleft with govern- 
ments, eftablifhed without blood-fhed, which 
protect alike the cottage and the palace, and 
which guard equally the lives, the property, 
and the freedom of all—and poflefled of the 
bleflings of permanent peace, of unftained mo- 
rality, and of genuine religion. But, how 
widely different are the facts !_ How have the 
vifionary principles of liberty and equality tri- 
umphed over every human right! How have 
devaftation, mifery and oppreffion marked their 
-progrefs |! What incalculable lofs. of blood and 
treafure has been incurred ! How has chrifti- 
anity been affaulted, and morals polluted 4 
How have the freeft governments, on the earth, 
been overthrown ; the richeft Countries defo- 
lated ; and the choiceft productions of nature, 
and of art, trampled under foot ! What havoc 
bas been made of human happinefs! _...» 


On thefe gloomy faéts I will not dwell. 
‘Nor will I call your attention to the connection 
between the miferies of Europe and the Ame- 
rican revolution. Suffice it to remark, that 
whatever calamities the abuje or perverfion of 
liberty may have produced, incalculable blef- 
fings, to this Country, have rifen from the 
event, which we are now aflembled to cele- 
brate. 


For many years we have enjoyed that moft 
rational and perfect liberty, which is equally 
remote from oppreflion and anarchy. It is 
unneceflary to obferve, that this liberty, with 
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all its attendant bleflings, has lately been threat- 
ened with ruin. The danger is, to appearance, 
now wearing away; and our political affairs 
are afluming a brighter afpect. This appear- 
ance, it is however apprehended, will be found 
to be, in a great meafure, fallacious and imagi- 
nary. 


Amon the circumftances which have taken 
place, apparently favorable to the continuance 
of our peace and fafety, ought firft to be men- 
tioned the increafing union of fentiment, and 
the approbation and fupport which have been 
liberally proffered to the adminiftration of our 
government. Many of our Countrymen have 
been roufed from their lethargy. They have 
been enabled to difcover the intriguing and de- 
ceitful arts which have been induftrioufly ufed 
to lull us into fecurity, and to attach us to the 
caufe and intereft of France. A noble {pirit of 
unanimity and firmnef{s, during the paft year, 
has fpread extenfively through the Continent. 
The Executive of the union has wifely difcern- 
ed, and firmly purfued, “in the moft trying 
moment,” the true interefts of our country. 
The federal Legiflature has adopted wife and 
fpirited meafures of ‘national defence. Indi- 
vidual States, which were the moft warm and 
violent in the oppofition, are alfo, evidently, 
growing more friendly to the meafures of the 
general government. ‘Thefe are facts, not in 
appearance only, but in reality, favorable to our 
peaceand fafety.. They are facts, without the 
exiftence of which, we fhould fpeedily fall a 
prey to the intrigues and the force of our ene- 
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mics. They are alfo facts which fhould, on 
this occafion, call forth our united acknow- 
ledgement and gratitude. 


Tue with of the French government to 
form an amicable adjuftment of affairs with the 
United States, as reprefented by the Minifter 
of foreign relations to the American Conful at 
the Hague, is, inthe opinion of fome, a cir- 
cumftance favorable to the continuance of our 
peace and fafety. Many of the difaffected part 
of the community profefs to view this circum- 
ftance as a {trong mark of the pacific difpofition 
of the government of France. The failure of 
the late embafly to that government they attri- 
bute wholly to the virulent and hoftile feelings 
ofour Envoys. For this opinion there is not 
the leaft femblance of reafon. Every perfon 
of candor, and of common underftanding, who 
will read the inftru€tions of the Executive, 
view the exertions of the Envoys, and confider 
their character as men of know talents, of tri- 
ed patriotifm, and of eftablifhed integrity, muft 
acknowledge that every juitifiable effort, on the 
part of our government, has been made to ac- 
complifh a reconciliation. He who throws 
the blame on the American adminiftration 
mutt be either ignorant of facts, or blinded by 
paflion. And he, who believes the Directory 
to be fincere in its profeffions of a pacific and 
friendly difpofition, muft fhut his ears to the 
voice of truth ; muft be deluded by the falfe 
reprefentations of defigning men ; or muft be 
an enemy to his country. 
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On bold affertion I wifh not to reft. The 
facts, which warrant my remarks, are well 
known to all. The whole fyftem of French 
politics is a fyftem of grofs deception. Some 
of the firft movers of the revolution, it is ac- 
knowledged, were actuated: by humane and 
benevolent motives. They embarked in a good 
caufe—a caufe in which our feelings were 
warmly engaged. The nation at large, per- 
haps not fufficiently enlightened for a free and 
rational government, foon loft fight of the true 
obje&t of purfuit. The friends to true liberty, 
good order,and humanity were driven from 
their pofts ; and men of a totally oppofite cha- 
racter ufurped the government. From that 
period, health and fraternity have been written 
on all their declarations ; but deception has been 
ftamped on all their conduét. The fame bafe 
motives have given rife to every counter-revo- 
lution ; and the fame vile fyftem has been uni- 
formly purfued by every fucceffion of rulers. 
Ambition and avarice conftitute their ruling 
paffion. To fubjugate their enemies, and to 
plunder the world, is obvioufly their real objet. 
To accomplifh this object they facrifice all 
thefe moral and religious principles, which are 
the very foul of civilized fociety, and the only 
ground of focial happinefs. They renounce 
the laws and even the exiftence of God; and 
acknowledge no rule of right but power. 


“* In all their declarations, manifeftoes, and 
conftitutional codes, they have folemnly _pro- 
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tefted that they renounced all conquetts ; that~ 
their only triumphs fhould be thofe of philofo- 
phy ; that, inftead of opprefiion, they would 
eftablith liberty and equality ; in the place of 
a perfecuting fuperftition, univerfal tolerance ; 


‘of individual will, general law ; of literary fervi- 


lity, unqualified liberty of opinion ; of igno- 
rance; the inftitution of a national education 
which fHould’ redeem the human race from 
error, and advance'the improvement of their 
intellectual powers and moral {entiments.”* 


In no one inftance have thefe promifes been 
“performed ; but, in every particular, totally 


the reverfe has taken place. Inftead of re- 
nouncing all. conqueft, they have conquered 
Belgium, Holland, Italy, and Switzerland. 
Thefe conquefts they have gained incompar- 
ably more by intrigue and duplicity than by 
force of arms. Solemn profefiions of friend- 
fhip, anda defire of peace, have been made a 
fhield to cover the dark defigns of plunder, 
conqueft, and carnage. 


To the truth of thefe remarks volumes of 


‘melancholy fats bear teftimony. Thofe ‘vo- 


lumes you have read, and you have blufhed for 


‘the honor of the human charaéter. You have 
feen the grofiefty falfehoods, the blackeft de- 
‘ceptions, the moft artful perfuafions, the moft 


alluring promifes, and the bafeft threats mar- 
thalled in fyftematic order.to feduce the inhabi- 


‘tants of Geneva into a difhonorable union with 


France, and thus to. defraud them of their li- 


* A letter written by Henry Yorky Efquire. 


ae 


berties, and their treafures... When neither art, 
nor perfuafion, nor threats could {hake the inte- 
grity of the government, nor the firmnels of 
the people—when all ranks of citizens refo- 
lutely adhered to the declaration—<* WE WILL 
NEITHER BETRAY, NOR SELL ouR Coun- 
TRY’ —the army, which had been long rang- 
ing the ftreets prepared for that t difgraceful pur- 
pote, guarded the gates, took ‘pofieffion of the 
city, and compelled one fourth only of the 
Commiffioners to. yote for the Union, while 
the remaining three fourths, altho’ not at liber- 
ty to oppofe the meafure, were too faithful and 
firm to confent to farrender their national In- 
dependence. The Refident of France at Ge- 
neva, afhamed that his wickednefs thould fee 
the face of the fun, inftantly publithed to the 
world the infamous falfhood—‘** ‘That Geneva 
is now JOYFUL and Happy—that her union 
with the French republic was UNANIMOUSLY 
declared—and that, in the name of the Direc- 
tory, he had accepted the wisueEs of the Gene- 
van people.’”’* 


In Switzerland alfo, they diligently purfued 
the fame delufive fyftem. I forbear to give a 
farther detail of thofe hateful deceptions which 
have uniformly preceded French conquefts, 
They are univerfally known in this Countr Ys 
and have already too often wounded the virtu- 
ous and fympathetic ear. When we read the 
hiftory of their duplicity, we cannot but pro- 
nounce with a refpectable Genevan—‘* ‘That, 

%* The conduét of the government of France toward the republic of Gene~ 
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in the ufe of her means, France is more auda- 
cious, more regardlefs of morality, and efpeci- 
ally more fraudulent, and more falfe than all 
which, to the ‘prefent time, has ever difgraced 
the moft fcandalous and iniquitous reigns of 
kings.”* 


The deftruction of tyranny, and the eftab- 
lifhment of freedom have been the profeffed ob- 
jets of the rulers of France. They ftyled 
themfelves the enemies of monarchs, the pro- 
moters and even worfhippers of liberty, and the 
defenders of the rights of man. It is however 
a memorable fact, that, their own unfortunate 
fovereign excepted, not a monarch fell from his 
throne until every republic in Europe was fub- 
jected to their control. 


Wiru thefe facts in view, fhall we blindly 
credit the fincerity of their profeffions ? Shall 
we believe the declaration of their perjured mi- 
nifter—** That the French government has lif- 
tened to nothing but juftice, and has not cea- 
fed to offer the exact juftice it demands’? Shall 
we believe them fincere in exprefling a with for 
a fair and mutual adjuftment of differences ? 
Shall we not, on the contrary, view the renew- 
al of their pretences as an unfavorable omen ? 
They know that we have been recently roufed 
from our delirium: And are not their renewed 
profeffions a fraudulent effort to quiet our alarm, 
and to draw us again into fecurity? ‘ Aftera 


long feries of infults—faid a diftinguifhed poli- 


*.D, Chauvet. 
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tician**—After a long feries of infults unre- 
fented, and a patient endurance of injuries ag- 
gravated in their nature and unexampled in 
their extent, that nation expected our final fub- 
miffion to its will. Our refiftance has excit- 
ed its furprize ; and certainly increafedits re- 
fentment. With fome foothing expreffions is 
heard the voice of wounded pride. Warmly 
exprefling its defire of reconciliation it gives no 
evidence of its fincerity ; but proofs almoft 
innumerable demonftrate that it is not fin- 
cere. From ftanding erect and in that com- 
manding attitude requiring implicit obedience, 
cowering it renounces fome of its unfounded 
demands. But it ought ever to be remember- 
ed that the Tyger crouches before he leaps 
upon his prey.” 


We have feen the infamous deception which 
the French government has practiced on other 
nations—we have alfo feen the credulity, the 
timidity, and the confequent miferies of thofe 
nations ; and if we will not profit by their ex- 
ample, we fhall richly deferve to fhare in their 
calamities. 


However flattering therefore may be the 
apparent fituation of our Country, its rea/ fitu- 
ation is imminently critical and dangerous. 
The danger arifes, not only from the fource al- 
ready mentioned, but from others alfa which, 
on this occafion, particularly demand our atten- 
tion. 


* The repost of the Secretary of State on the tranfa@iions relating to the 
Waited States and France, Jan. 18chy 1799. 
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. From foreign attachments, and foreisn in- 
fluence, this Country has mtuch danger to fear. 
In free governments, they have ever produced 
immeafurable evils. Where the mind is warp- 
ed by foreign attachments, and guided by fo- 
reign influence, true patriotifm, that guardian 
of national liberty, cannot live. The public 
fentiment is divided—national refources and 
ftrength are diminifhed—party {pirit rages with 
violence—internal convulfions fhake the nation 
toits centre—and fubjugation, by fome domef- 
tic tyrant or fome foreign power, accompanied 
with the flaughter of many valuable and diftin- 
guifhed citizens, clofes the tragic {cene. 


To confirm the truth of thefe obfervations 
how many inftances are recorded in the hiftory 
of Nations ! Ineed not, however, carry you back 
to the empires of antiquity, nor point your at- 
tention to the late fatal inftances in a diftant 
quarter of the world. Unhappily, our own 
infant Republic can furnifh fufficient facts to 
prove that foreign attachments and influence 
are pregnant fources of mifchief. Within the 
period of five years, this Country has feen a 
Randolph and a Blount, urged on by foreign 
gold, aiming at her difhonor, and her ruin. 

Vithin the fame fhort period, fhe has alfo feen 
two infurrections of a malignant and alarming 
character. Were we to trace thefe infurreéti- 
ons to their origin, we fhould find them to 
have proceeded from foreign attachments and 
influence. ‘That the difaffeGted people were 
deluded by influential and artful men, whofe 


ic 
feelings are embarked in the caufe and intereft 
of France, is eftablifhed beyond debate. — It is 
equally well eftablifhed, that the Directory, or 
its friends, had fent fecret emiflaries, wandering 
over many parts of the Union, to {pread a fpirit 
of difcord and difaffection to public meafures.: 
It is well known that the French government, 
when {peaking of this Country, openly boafted 
of its ** diplomatic {fkill.” It is alfo well 
known, that it attempted, by unjuftifiable and 
infamous means, to change the adminiftration 
of our government. How ought we to be on 
our guard againit fuch baneful infection ! 


Happy would it be for this government, 
could its citizens be perfuaded to relinquifh all 
foreign attachments and local prejudices—to 
throw afide the rancor and bitternefs of party, 
and to unite in the common caufe of their 
Country. They ought to be attached—not 
to France, nor to England—but to America. 
They ought to feel, and to act like Americans: 
and to feel the intereft and profperity of the na- 
tion to be the intereft and profperity of every 
individual. They ought to be ambitious of ef- 
tablifhing a dignified national character. They 
ought to refift, with the fpirit of freemen, every 
infringement of their rights, and every attempt 
to draw their attachment from their own gov- 
ernment, to introduce or cherith party feelings, 
and to involve them in the contefts, or attach 
them to the intereft of other nations. 


I cannot here forbear to fuggeft how 
loudly the voice of expedience, in our prefent 
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fituation, forbids the admiffion of foreigners in- 
‘to offices of profit, or of truft. 


Tu1s Country is alfo greatly endangered by 
the introduction and fpread of demoralizing 
‘principles. In Europe, a vain and delufive 
philofophy, fraught with doétrines equally ma- 
lignant in their effects on morals, government 
and religion, has been laborioufly taught and 
greedily imbibed. New opinions, dangerous 
to every intereft, but flattering and foftering 
every paffion and appetite of man, have been 
triumphantly advanced. Every former opin- 
ion, every ftandard of belief and of condué, 
has been queftioned, ridiculed, and trodden 
under foot. Thus the moral world has been 
convulfed, the minds of mankind fhaken, and 
their {piritual, as well as temporal interefts, fet 
afloat on a troubled and boundlefs ocean. To 
revolutionize every chriftian country—to de- 
ftroy every moral inftitution—to abolith the 
fabbath and its attendant bleflings—and to root 
out from the world the chriftian religion, are 
the primary objects of thefe illuminated phi- 
lofophifts. Thefe objects they have already too 
far accomplithed. ‘They have already carried 
their detcftable and ruinous principles over a 
confiderable part of Europe, and are {preading 
them {till more widely over the world. In 
their zeal to poifon every human enjoyment, 
they have not been blind to the happinefs of 
our Country. They have had the fagacity to 
trace our profperity to religion and morals, 
. Which are indeed its true fource,and to’ that 
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fource they have labored to convey infection and 
death. How far they have fucceeded is yet 
unknown. There is, however, too much 
ground to believe that focieties of Illuminifm, 
thofe engines which have produced, in other 
Countries, fuch fatal mifchiefs, have a€tually 
exifted, for feveral years, in the United States, 
and are now in ‘ fecret and extenfive operation.” 
A letter from one fociety to another, bearing 
evident marks of authenticity, has lately been 
difcovered and publithed.* From this letter 
we learn, that the infection, fince its commence- 
ment, has rapidly progrefled—Were _thefe 
** workthops of Satan,”’ as they have been forci- 
bly ftyled, (feventeen of which it is faid are al- 
ready eftablifhed in America)—were they to 
continue thus rapidly to increafe, within a few 
years this happy chriftian Country would be- 
come the Theatre of French anarchy, immor- 
ality, and atheifm. Our civil, moral, and religi- 
ous inftitutions, which are the diftinguithed pri- 
vileges of civilized Society, fecretly undermi- 
ned, would fink into the duft—and with them 
would alfo fink all our focial and rational en- 
joyments. But the fame Almighty arm which 
has thus far been our defence, which has con- 
ducted us through fo many difficult and trying 
fituations, is now aflifting us to ward off the 
prefent danger, by unfolding the fecret plots 
and devices formed for our deftruétion. 


In guarding againft this danger, which is le- 
velled at every intereft that can be dear toa 


* Rev. Dr. Morfe’s Sermon on the National Faft, April 1799» 
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rational mind, let each one be vigilant and 
faithful. -Let thofe, efpecially, whofe province 
it is to inftruct and warn their fellow men, 
ceafe not to ‘caution. them againft the cold 
and flippant {cepticifm which damps our hopes, 
removes the fanctions of morality, chills do- 
meitic happinefs, deftroys the obligations of 
focial order, and builds up the philofophy of 
vanity on the fubveriion of the altars of God.”’* 


From the prejudices and paffions of many of ~ 
our own citizens, much danger is apprehended. 
Thefe citizens are of two clafies. Of the firft 
clafs are open and profeffed enemies to their 
Country. From thefe, comparatively little 
is to be feared. When men come forward with 
boldnefs,. as has been the fa, even in this 
firm and patriotic State, and publicly profefs 
a with “that the French government may 
fight, conquer, and enflave. America ; and 
that French philofophy may pervade and re- - 
generate the world,” we know on what ground 
to meet them. Incomparably more dangerous 
are men of a different clafs—men who are 
friends to their Country, who indeed with for 
the fecurity of our peace and happinefs, but 
who difapprove of the meafures. adopted for 
their fecurity. Thefe are principally men of 
ardent feelings, who were warm friends to the 
American conteft, whofe hearts early beat in 
**freedom’s caufe,” who, long accuftomed to 
deteft the Britifh, and to love and revere the 
French, refufe to liften to the voice of reafon 
and truth, and fuffer themfelves to be ftill con- 


* Heary Yorke, Efa. 
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trolled by the fame prejudices and paffions.— 
Not a {mall number, perhaps, are ambitious of 
promotion, and- wounded and foured by difap- 
pointment. When men proclaim aloud their 
warm attachment to their Country, and their 
extreme anxiety for its fafety and happinefs— 
when they mourn that the love of monarchy 
is faft increafing in this part of the Union— 
when they lament the morofe and uncharitable 
difpofition of the friends to ‘the adminiftration 
——when they are deeply wounded that chrift- 
ians, who have long prayed for the downfal of 
Antichrift, will not rejoice at his deftruction— 
when they paint, in dark colours, the dangers 
with which we are threatened by the increaf- 
ing navy of England—when they pronounce, 
with confidence, that we are in no danger from 
France, the deftroyer of Antichrift ; that as we 
are not of Antichriftian origin the Almighty 
will protect us, and will never fuffer us to be 
fabjugated and deftroyed—when they repre- 
fent that falfe alarms have been founded ; that 
the whole cry of danger has proceeded from-a 
plot of our government and its friends, to unite 
with the Kings of Europe, to fave the finking 
caufe of monarchy—when they deny the exift- 
ence of an antichriftian and antifocial conf{pi- 
racy, and declare that every effort to throw 
light on the fubject is the offspring of the 
fame tyrannic {pirit—and when they call God 
to witnefs the fincerity and candor of their re- 
marks, perfons who are unaccuftomed to re- 
flect for themfelves, and who reft implicitly on 
the opinion of others, are.infenfibly led into er- 
ror. They are led to believe, that they have 
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indeed been ‘unneceffarily alarmed. They are 
made gradually to relinquifh their vigilance and 
firmnefs.. They are lulled into a fecurity 
which may foon prove fatal. 


‘Let us, for a moment, examine thefe pop- 
ular remarks, and difcover how far they are 
founded on truth. ‘The Jove of monarchy, 
it is faid, is faft increafing in this part of the 
Union.” Of this affertion I know no proof. 
It is, however, a fact, that the vices and mifer- 
ies, which attended and fucceeded the French 


Revolution, have taughtus to be no longer car- 


ried away by the falfe glare of Republicanifm, 


nor to view, in the name of monarchy ony, a . 


hideous {pectre productive of every evil and fub- 
verfive of every good. They have taught us that 
neither the merits nor defects of government 
exift folely in the name. They have taught us 
that a Republic can be as ambitious, as deceit- 
ful, as arbitrary, and as tyrannical, as any mon- 
arch that ever exifted on the earth. 


To promoteand fecure the happinefs ofits fub- 
jects is the true object of civil government. When 
we fee that the Rulers of the French Republic 
have never made this an obje& of their atten- 
tion—when we fee, in thoufands of inftances, 
the happy domeftic circle torn afunder—the 
father and fon hurried into the field of battle, 
not to defend their Country, but to gratify the 
ambition of ‘Tyrants—the mother and the 
daughter abufed, plundered, and thrown into a 
dungeon, or dragged to the fcaffold—when we 
fee the citizens of every age and rank enjoying 
no fecurity of property or of life, and fubjcSted 
to the moft abfolute fervitudee—when we view 


— 
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every focial and moral obligatiom diffolved, and 
religion and its bleffings abolifhed—and when 
we behold miferies of every defcription. {pread 
through the Country, we cannot but exclaim, 
better would it have been for that people had 
they never changed their Rulers. Far better 
would it have been had not tyrants—had not 
enemies to human happine{s—had not impious 
and ungodly men, butchered. their monarch 
and ufurped the government. __ — 


Ir is the love of juft and rational govern- 
ment—a government that confults the happi- 
nefs of the people, and not the love of monar-~ 
chy, which is increafing “in this part of the 
Union.” Let the attempt be made to eftab- 
lith, in New-England, monarchy—or, what is 
more to be dreaded, anarchy—and the sPrRiT 
OF SEVENTY-sIx will fire every breaft, and 
nerve every arm. 


True republicanifm we fill admire. We 
love that genuine liberty, which is founded on 
the principles of juft and equal rights. But 
we deteft injuftice and oppreifion in every form, 
We efpecially deteft them, when they affume 
the garb of Republicanifm. 


‘“‘ Tye friends*to our adminiftration, it is 
alfo faid, are morofe and uncharitable—they 
impute to bafe and difhonorable motives the 
conduét of thofe who are oppofed to them in 
fentiment.” Many who are in the oppofition, 
and perhaps moft of them, particularly of the 
private charaéters, are, it is believed, influenced 
by juft and honorable motives. They have the 
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good of their Country at heart. ‘They fincere- 
ly with for its profperity. It is, however, not 
uncharitable to believe that they are under the 
influence of ftrong and deeply rooted prejudice 
—a prejudice which was long common to moft 
ef their Countrymen—which was founded on 
reafon and propriety—but which a change of 
circumftances has rendered unreafonable and 
improper. Nor is it uncharitable to fuppofe 
that fome of thefe honeft men, having ‘been 
long accuftomed to view the leaders of the op- 
pofition as men of great political wifdom, hav-. 
ing long placed unlimited confidence in their 
judgment, fhould be deluded by their fophif- 
try, their eloquence, and zeal. But, when 
thefe leaders of the oppofition, in private letters, 
and in public converfation, denounce the prin- 
ciples of Religion, of morality, of juftice, and 
of common honefty—when they advocate fen- 
timents which ftrike at the foundation of good 
order and focial happinefs—when they labori- 
oufly ftrive to plunge us into the war of Europe, 
by throwing our weight into the fcale of France 
—and when that Nation, omher part, boldly 
attempts to place thefe men at the helm of the 
American government, the utmoft ftretch of 
charity cannot believe them to be honeit and 
refpectable men. We are conftrained to pro~ 
nounce them unfit to be the Rulers of a chrif- 
tian people. 


Cuarity is the brighteft trait in the 
chriftian charaéter, True charity we admire. 
But we pity that gui/e of charity which is rea- 
dy to cover the bold attempts of public men to 
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deitroy the prefent and the future happinefs of 
millions. We fincerely pity that mifguided 
charity, which fays to the watchmen on the 
walls, ‘‘ Retire to your tents, you have no dan- 
ger to fear” —when the enemy have already en- 
tered the gates, and are about to butcher the in- 
habitants, and burn the city. 


Ir is again faid, “that the French are an 
inftrament in the hand of God to introduce a 
total reformation in the religion of all papal 
Countries, and as fuch we ought to with them 
fuccefs.” It is likewife ‘« lamented that chrif- 
tians, and even pious minifters, who have long 
prayed for the downfal of Antichrift, will not 
now rejoice in his deftruction.” The French 
are, undoubtedly, inftruments in the Divine 
hand, to produce fome glorious event. It <is 
the peculiar province of the Almighty to bring 
good out of evil. It is our bufinefs, however, to 
deteft the evil, and to rejoice only in the good. 


SHALL we with fuccefs to the ambitious 
views of atheifts, when we find “ written on 
the title page of their laws, as well as on their 
ftandards, “ Havoc, anv Spoi1t, anv Ruin 
ARE OUR GAIN” ?. Shall we rejoice in the 
deftruction of fo many happy and_ profperous 
governments, when they are fucceeded by op- 
preflion, anarchy, and mifery? Shall we re- 
joice in the deftruction of the papal Kingdom, 
when the empire of Satan is erected in its ftead ? 
« Thefe, it is faid, are neceflary evils.” But is 
this an argument why we fhould rejoice in the 
crimes of men, and in the fufferings of human- 
ity? As well may we with fuccefs to the high- 


i nM Na NO 


24. 


engined. 
way robber, or the midnight affaffin. As well 
may we rejoice at the famine, or the peftilence, 
which fweeps, into one common grave, thouf- 
ands of our fellow mortals. As well may we 
rejoice at the volcano, or the earthquake, which 
buries in ruin, villages, cities and countries. 


Hap we lived on the earth, at the com- 
mencement of the chriftian era, ought we to 
have withed fuccefs to Judas in betraying, and 
to the Jews in crucifying the Son of God ?>— 
Had we ftood at a diftance, and beheld the Ho- 
Ly RepEEMER expiring on the Crofs, ought 
we to have rejoiced and gloried‘in his agony ? 
No! we fhould have been filled with indigna- 
tion at his guilty murderers, although that very 
event was neceflary for the reftoration ofa fall- 
en world. » 


__To prepare the way for the univerfal {pread 
of religion and happinefs is not the object of 
the Rulers and the armies of the French na- 
tion. In the language of an infpired prophet, 
‘“‘ THEY MEAN NOF $0, NEITHER Do 
THEIR HEARTS THINK S80; BUT IT ISIN 
THEIR HEARTS TO DESTROY AND cuT 
OFF NATIONS NOT A FEw.” They are 
therefore, as gui/ty, and ought to be as odious, 
in the view of chriftians, as though no remote 
good were to arife. Let us learn to difcrimin- 
ate between the crimes of men, and the mer- 
cies of a fuperintending Providence. If the 
kingdom of the Redeemer is now to be eftab- 
 lithed in thofe defolated countries, let the glo- 
ry be afcribed to none but the Almighty, who 
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fits on the throne, and controls the events of 
the Univerfe. 


Tue laft popular remark, which I hall at- 
tempt to refute, is, ‘‘ That we are in.no dan 
ger from France, the deftroyer of antichrift 
——that,as we arenot of antichriftian origin, the 
Almighty will never fuffer us to be fubjugated, 
and deftroyed.” To this remark, time will 
permit me only to reply—that every govern- 
ment, which the French have deftroyed, has 
cherifhed, in its own bofom, men of talents 
and of influence who have exclaimed ‘ Pr Acer,’ 
while deftruction was fwiftly preparing for 
their devoted Country. At too late’a period, 
thefe men faw their error—they were fhocked, 
and even enraged at their own {upine and tem- 
porizing {pirit, which had brought fuch fatal 
calamities on their families, their friends, and 
their Countrymen. If we will not be awake 
to our own danger—if we will not guard our 
own interefts and privileges—if we will not 
*‘ work out our own falvation,” it is the height 
of prefumption to believe, that the Almighty 
will preferve us from fubjugation and deftruc- 
tion. But if we are firm, and faithful to our- 
felves, to our Country, and our Gop, not the 
united efforts of Europe can ever fubject us.— 
He who rules, as well among the inhabitants 
of the earth as in the armies of heaven, will 
continue to be our protector. 


TueEse favorite remarks, which have been 
long made the theme of daily difcourfe, are 
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thus found, on a moderate inveftigation, to be 
futile and groundlefs. Managed with ingenu- 
ity and eloquence, they are calculated to ftrike 
the popular ear, to lead aftray the unwary and 
the unftable, and to place our Citizens in an 
unguarded and dangerous attitude. 


Tuvs, my Fellow-Citizens, foreign attach- 
ments, and foreign influence; the introduction 
and fpread of demoralizing principles ; and the 
prejudices and paffions of many of our own 
people, are the principal fources of the dangers, 
with which our Country is fo imminently 
threatened. Againft thefe we fhould ever 
guard with united vigilance, ativity, and firm- 
-nefs. 


CasT your eyes again on Europe. Behold 
her Republics, through thefe fources, feduced, 
opprefied, and deftroyed. Forget not that ev~ 
en happy proteftant Switzerland, «‘ where reli- 
gion and freedom had reared their facred head 
in the palace and in the hamlet,” was deluged 
by the fame ftorm, which is now gathering ov- 
er your own Country, and portending its de- 
ftruation. In the character of independent na- 
tions, the European Republics no longer exit, 
The fame arts, intrigues and deceptions, which _ 
haftened their ruin, you have to oppofe. Their 
enemies have become yours. In their mourn- 
ful hiftory, you may read your own danger, 
your intereft, and your duty. vs 


You will be told «‘ that you are not in dan- 
ger—that the alarm is falfe—a difingenuous 
fabrication—the mere effufion of party zeal.” 
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Alas ! how often was this baneful leffon taught, 
as well by honeft, as by artful and defigning 
men, to the deluded inhabitants of Geneva and 
Switzerland! How were they thus led on, 
from one degradation to another, until the 
eventful blow was ftruck, which ftript them 
of their national character, their religion, and 
freedom—which expofed to the moft brutal 
violence their wives and their daughters— 
and drenched their ftreets with the blood of 
their Fathers, their Brothers, and their Sons ! 
Americans ! if you do not learn wifdom from 
their example, your ruin is inevitable. Slum- 
ber not in fatal fecurity, while your enemies are 
within your gates, corrupting and poifoning the 
very fources of your happinefs. Remember 
that the unprincipled moniter, which has al- 
ready devoured every Republic on earth, your 
own only excepted, although he ftalks over the 
_world with rapid and detefted ftrides, never 
fhows his brazen front, until groveling through 
fecret and filthy avenues, he has corrupted the 
manners, morals, and religion; foothed, flat- 
tered, and blinded the people ; divided and en- 
ervated their government, and thus BROKEN 
DOWN THEIR WALLS AND THEIR BUL- 


WARKS. 


